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Friends of East-West Center cordially invites you to the Fall 2015 sessions of the 

    
CHINA SEMINAR  

 
Thursday, 12 November, 2015, 12 noon  

  
at  

  

Maple Garden Restaurant, 909 Isenberg Street, Honolulu  
  

Topic:  
 

China's New Defense White Paper in Today's Context of Change and Transition 
 

by 
 

James R. Corcoran 
 
China's Ministry of National Defense "White Paper" (authoritative report) is exceptional in its bold and authoritative 
presentation of China's Military Strategy for both national defense and defense activities in the Asia-Indo-Pacific region and 
beyond. The May, 2015, White Paper's Chapter  V "Preparation for Military Struggle" draws focused attention in light of 
China's ongoing military initiatives in the South China Sea,  the East China Sea, the Taiwan Straits, and further afield. With the 
landmark September 3 military parade commemorating the end of WW II, President Xi Jinping's State visit to Washington D.C., 
recent military exercises with Russia, and in the midst of China's economic readjustment and the Tianjin disaster, what does this 
"White Paper" mean?  Dr. Corcoran's recent trip in July to present a paper at a conference sponsored by Beijing's Capital 
Normal University (首都师范大学) and consultation with academic, military, and government colleagues there, helps to place 
this topic into perspective. 
 
Jim Corcoran received his Ph.D. in Modern Chinese History and an MA in Asian Studies from the University of Hawai'i at 
Manoa. A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and a retired U.S. Army Colonel, Dr. Corcoran is a history 
professor in the Military Campus Programs and also teaches International (Asian) Studies at Hawai'i Pacific University. He has 
lived, studied, and served in China, Japan, Taiwan, Vietnam, South Korea, Bangladesh, and Indonesia; and is a graduate of the 
U.S. Army War College, the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College and the Defense Language Institute, Monterey, 
California (Mandarin Chinese and Bahasa Indonesia).  Over the years, he has researched and written on Asian security issues, 
papers on China, Asia, and military history, and on issues involving security, strategy, and history of Asia relating to war, 
conflict resolution and diplomacy. 
 
• The seminar is $20.00 for Friends of the East-West Center members, EWC and UH students and $25.00 for non-members with 
luncheon served after the talk. Payment may be made in advance or at the door. Checks should be made payable to Friends of the 
East-West Center.  Seating is first-come, first-served at the Maple Garden Restaurant.   
 

• Please return the form below by mail, fax or email.  Reservations must reach us by noon of the day before (November 10).  Changes 
cannot be accommodated thereafter.  
 

• No-shows please honor your reservation with payment.  
 

 
 

Please reserve______place(s) for the November 12, 2015 meeting of the CHINA SEMINAR.  
               
Return this form to: 
China Seminar, Friends of the East-West Center 
1601 East-West Road, Honolulu, HI 96848     
fax: 944-7376      email: friends@eastwestcenter.org 
For more information, call 944-7111 & speak w/Ms. Deanna O'Brien     
 
Please provide email address for future notices if desired. ___________________________@_____________ 

38+ YEARS OF STIMULATING DISCUSSION & CRITICAL THINKING 
 

Please cut along dotted line if mailing in RSVP 

Your name: ____________________________________________ 
 
Guests:________________________________________________ 
 
Vegetarian:_____ Please reserve ____seat(s) @ the veggie table. 

mailto:friends@eastwestcenter.org

