
CHINA SEMINAR 40th Year        as of 2009 a forum of FRIENDS OF EAST-WEST CENTER 
Founding convener: D. W. Y. Kwok             a 501C non-profit organization 

Happy New Year    恭贺新禧 

Friends of East-West Center cordially invites you to the spring 2017 sessions of the 
     

CHINA SEMINAR  
 

Thursday, 9 February, 2017, 12 noon  
  

at  
  

Maple Garden Restaurant, 909 Isenberg Street, Honolulu  
  

Topic:  
 

Tea as Culture in the Chinese Tradition 
  

By 
  

Hong Jiang 
  
Tea was first used by humans in China several thousand years ago, and since the Tang Dynasty, especially after Lu 
Yu’s famous “Book of Tea,” tea drinking has become an important cultural symbol and practice linked closely with 
the Chinese cultural tradition of Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism, serving as a medium for the cultivation of 
the mind and body. As such, tea provides a perfect opportunity to study human relationships with nature. This 
presentation will introduce the changing technologies of tea drinking in China, discuss Lu Yu’s “Book of Tea” and 
his personal biography, and explore how tea drinking has been incorporated in the Chinese tradition as a symbol of 
self-restrain, virtue, harmony and tranquility. Poetry, painting, and photos of ancient tea utensils will be used to 
discuss these topics.  
 

Hong Jiang is Associate Professor and Chair of the Geography Department at UHM. She received her bachelor’s and 
master’s degree from Beijing Normal University, and her PhD at Clark University. She taught at the University of 
Iowa and the University of Wisconsin-Madison prior to coming to UHM. She is a China expert versed in both 
contemporary Chinese environmental issues and cultural geography of traditional China. Her past research examined 
land-use and environmental issues in northern China, on which she has published a book and numerous articles. Her 
current research explores the role of nature in Chinese thought, one component of which is tea and Chinese culture.  
 
• The seminar is $20.00 for Friends of the East-West Center members, EWC and UH students and $25.00 for non-members with 
luncheon served after the talk. Payment may be made in advance or at the door. Checks should be made payable to Friends of the 
East-West Center.  Seating is first-come, first-served at the Maple Garden Restaurant.   
 

• Please return the form below by mail, fax or email.  Reservations must reach us by noon of the day before (February 8).  Changes 
cannot be accommodated thereafter.  
 

• No-shows please honor your reservation with payment.  
 
 
Please reserve______place(s) for the February 9, 2017 meeting of the CHINA SEMINAR.  
               
Return this form to: 
China Seminar, Friends of the East-West Center 
1601 East-West Road, Honolulu, HI 96848     
fax: 944-7376      email: friends@eastwestcenter.org 
For more information, call 944-7111 & speak w/Ms. Deanna O'Brien     
 
Please provide email address for future notices if desired. ___________________________@_____________ 

40+ YEARS OF STIMULATING DISCUSSION & CRITICAL THINKING

Please cut along dotted line if mailing in RSVP

Your name: ____________________________________________ 
 
Guests:________________________________________________ 
 
Vegetarian?____ Please reserve ____seat(s) at the veggie table. 


