
  

CHINA SEMINAR 41st Year        as of 2009 a forum of FRIENDS OF EAST-WEST CENTER 
Founding convener: D. W. Y. Kwok             a 501C non-profit organization 

 
Friends of East-West Center cordially invites you to the fall 2018 sessions of the 

     

CHINA SEMINAR  
 

Thursday, 11 October, 2018, 12 noon  
  

at  
  

Maple Garden Restaurant, 909 Isenberg Street, Honolulu  
  

Topic:  
 

Historical Developments of the Roles and Status of Women in China 
  

By 
  

Priscilla Ching-Chung 
 
The role of a person is not static. Changes in roles and status are due to the needs, culture, the value of the times, and 
foreign influences. Dr. Chung will address the causes of the historical development of women’s role and status in 
China. She will address the influences that might have caused women to change from being warriors in ancient times 
to the submissive and subservient women with bound feet. She will discuss how the invasions of nomads, and their 
rules, have impacted the development; the differences between women of Han and non-Han origins and how the 
comparatively short rule of Mongols caused massive widow suicides in the Ming and Qing; and how westernization 
and modernization affected the role and status of women. Finally, she will address the current influences on the role 
and status of women in China. 
 
Dr. Priscilla Ching-Chung earned her Ph.D. in History from the University of Pennsylvania where she specialized in 
the study of ‘women’ in Chinese history. She has taught at City College of New York, the Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology, and at the Chinese University of Hong Kong where she continues to hold an appointment 
as Adjunct Associate Professor of History. Her first book on Palace Women in the Northern Song was one of the 
earliest books on the field of women in China. Since then she has published in journals and is a contributor to the 
encyclopedic Dictionary of Chinese Women, authoring a large number of biographies, in different historic periods, 
and translating and editing many others. Her recent book, Women and Power in Imperial China, is available on 
Amazon KINDLE. 
 
• The seminar is $20.00 for Friends of the East-West Center members, EWC and UH students and $25.00 for non-members with 
luncheon served after the talk. Payment may be made in advance or at the door. Checks should be made payable to Friends of the 
East-West Center.  Seating is first-come, first-served at the Maple Garden Restaurant.  No recording of any kind please. 
 

• Please return the form below by mail or email.  Reservations must reach us by noon of the day before (Oct. 10).  Changes cannot be 
accommodated thereafter.  
 

• No-shows please honor your reservation with payment.  
 

 
 

Please reserve ______ place(s) for the Oct. 11, 2018 meeting.  
               
Return this form to: 
China Seminar, Friends of the East-West Center 
1601 East-West Road, Honolulu, HI 96848     
E-mail: friends@eastwestcenter.org 
For more information, call 944-7111 & speak w/ Ms. Deanna O'Brien     
 
Please provide email address for future notices if desired. ___________________________@_________________ 

Your name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Guests:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Vegetarian? ___ Please  reserve ___ seat(s) @ the veggie table. 
 

Wheelchair or walker? ____      Other handicap? ____________________ 

41+ YEARS OF STIMULATING DISCUSSION & CRITICAL THINKING 

Please cut along dotted line if mailing in RSVP 


